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International cooperation in the area of education is one of the key directions of Russian education and science 
Ministry and the most important tool in the process of integration of Russian science into the world educational and 
scientifi c-technological area. The paramount attention at the actual stage is paid to the development of mutually-
profi table contacts within European space and, fi rst of all, with the European Union. The work is carried out in order 
to improve the mechanisms and structure of interaction between Russia and European Union, to coordinate Russian 
and European scientifi c-technological and innovative priorities in the education area. The development of perma-
nent education is a State political programme that is carried out with an active support by the society and aimed not 
only for the acceleration, but also deepening of the reformations. 
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A multi-level cooperation takes one of the 
most signifi cant priorities in the scheme of in-
ternational connections that defi nes the growth 
of integration relations that include all areas of 
social relations, including education, science, 
technology, and innovations. The main goal of 
international cooperation is to increase the qual-
ity of Russian educational and scientifi c-techni-
cal potential, its competitiveness on the world 
market of scientifi c and educational services, 
and as a result, the provision of the quickest and 
the most effective transfer of Russian economy 
to an innovative development way. 

Considering geopolitical and economic in-
terests of Russia, its efforts in the area of inter-
national activity are aimed for the fi xation of 
the results, achieved in recent years, and, on 
this basis, provision of further development 
in the area of cooperation with foreign coun-
tries and organizations within the most prior 
directions of education. A cooperation with 
European Union, its versatile institutions and 
programs is being developed (the 6th Frame 
programme of the scientifi c-technological EU 
development, TASIS, EURICA, etc), as well 
as with the European Council, Organisation 
of economic cooperation and development 
(OECD), a number of the UN system organi-
zations (UN ECE, UNESCO, specialized sci-
entifi c and educational organizations (Science 
committee of NATO, etc)). An active work is 
carried out on the line of «Big Eight» struc-
tures and regional economic consolidations 
(APEC, ASEAN, BSEC). 

Russia s an active participant in may inter-
national agreements in the area of higher edu-
cation. Among them we can outline:
 The convention of fi ghting discrimina-

tion in the educative area (14.12.1960, Paris, 
UNESCO);
 The convention of acknowledgement of 

educational courses, higher education diplo-
mas, and scientifi c degrees in the European re-
gion states (21.12.1979, Paris, UNESCO);

 The European convention of equiva-
lence of diplomas that give access to univer-
sities (11.12.1953, Paris) and its protocol 
(03.06.1964, Strasburg). I force in Russia since 
17.10.1999;
 The European convention of univer-

sity education duration period equivalence 
(15.12.1956, Paris). In force in Russia since 
17.09.1999;
 The European convention of the gen-

eral university education duration period 
(06.11.1990, Rome), in force in Russia since 
01.01.1997;
 The convention of the acknowledge-

ment of qualifi cations, linked to the European 
region education (11.04.1997, Lisbon). In force 
in Russia since 01.07.2000;
 The European convention of the aca-

demical acknowledgement of university quali-
fi cations (14.12.1959, Paris). In force in Russia 
since 18.10.1999.

Once again, we should underline, that one 
of the main directions of an international in-
teraction is the establishment of two-side rela-
tions. Such relations are realized, fi rst of all, 
with highly-developed countries, new industri-
al states, and also a number of the developing 
countries in Asia and Latin America. The Rus-
sian Federation signed a big number of inter-
state and intergovernmental agreements with 
different countries on questions of education, 
including higher. 

The realization of such approach must lead 
to the achievement of new quality for Russian 
education that is defi ned fi rst of all, by its corre-
spondence to actual and perspective objectives 
of social-economic development of the coun-
try. The development of permanent education 
requires deep integration of all of the educa-
tion system elements, and also their interaction 
with other social systems and reformations.

International cooperation in the area of 
permanent education must realize the follow-
ing objectives:
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 Coordinate education programmes in 
the area of the permanent education (adults’ 
education);
 Provide the realization of joint projects 

in the methodology of adults’ education in 
the direction of interactive educative methods 
wide introduction;
 Develop a programme on publication of 

text and methodological adults’ education ma-
terials in Russia;
 Develop a programme on advancement 

of Russian training and methodological materi-
als in the area of permanent education (adults’ 
education) in the world market, and, fi rst of all, 
CID market. 

An importance of international educational 
cooperation in the area of development and 
strengthening stable, peaceful, and democratic 
societies is one of the social nature and accepted 
as the most prior one. In the Sorbonne declara-
tion of the 25th of May 1998 the important role 
of universities in the development of European 
cultural values is outlined. The declaration ex-
plains the creation of European higher educa-
tion zone as a key point in developing citizens’ 
mobility with a possibility of their employment. 
European higher education institutions follow 
the fundamental principles that were formu-
lated by the university charter «Magna Charta 
Universitatum» that was accepted in Bologna in 
1998, and play the major role in the formation of 
European higher education zone. 

Supporting the main principles, described in 
the Sorbonne declaration, a number of countries, 
including Russia, accepted the responsibility to 
coordinate their policy in order to achieve in the 
closest future the following objectives, that are 
considered as the most signifi cant ones for the 
creation of the European higher education zone 
and the advancement of European higher educa-
tion system all over the world: 
 An acceptance of system of easily com-

prehended and comparable degrees through the 
introduction of a diploma attachment in order 
to provide a possibility of employment in Eu-
ropean countries and increase an international 
competitiveness of the European higher educa-
tion system.
 An acceptance of system that is based on 

two major cycles – pre-degree and past-degree. 
A degree that is provided after the fi rst cycle, 
must be claimed on the European labor mar-
ket as a qualifi cation of a corresponding level. 
The second cycle must lead to an obtaining of 
a master or/and doctor degree, as it is accepted 
in most of the European countries. 
 An introduction of credit system accord-

ing to ECTS type – the European system of re-
rating of labor-intesiveness units credit, as a 
proper mean of large-scale students’ mobility 
support. 

 An assistance for the European Union via 
provision of education quality in order to de-
velop comparable criterions and methodologies. 
 An assistance for the European views in 

higher education, especially regarding educa-
tional plans development, inter-institution co-
operation, mobility schemes, joint education 
programmes, practical training, and implemen-
tation of scientifi c researches. 
 An assistance for mobility trough over-

coming the obstacles of the effective free move-
ment realization, considering the following:

– a student must be provided with an abil-
ity to obtain an education and practical train-
ing, as well as the accompanied services;

– utors, researchers, and administrative 
personnel must be provided with an acknowl-
edgement and accreditation of time period, 
spent for a research, training activity, and pro-
bation period in European region, without af-
fecting their rights, fi xed legitimately. 

The European higher education zone is 
being constructed on European traditions of 
education responsibility before the society, 
wide and open access to both pre-degree and 
post-degree training within the whole life pe-
riod, education and development of personal-
ity within the whole life period, and civicism. 
Since scientifi c research is the main power that 
pushes higher education the creation of the 
European higher education zone must be ac-
companied by a creation of European scientifi c 
research zone. 

The European higher education zone 
must meet the expectations of its partners in 
the aspect of education services’ quality. It 
is true that quality evaluation must consider 
objectives and missions of institutes and their 
programmes. A certain balance is needed be-
tween innovations and traditions, academic 
advantages and social economic necessity, 
programmes’ connection and students’ free-
dom of choice. Free mobility of students, per-
sonnel, and graduates is a necessary existence 
condition for the European higher education 
zone. Higher education institution of coun-
tries that participate in Bologna process, sup-
port the orientation for comparable qualifi ca-
tions, based on key differences in pre-degree 
and post-degree training. An important role in 
the process of taking such decisions play net-
works that are created on the foundation of the 
studied disciplines’ homogeneity. And here, 
fi rst of all, it is necessary to solve the problem 
of further improvement of mechanisms that 
provide two-way interaction within all the ed-
ucation problems’ range, youth policy, gener-
ation of fundamental and applied knowledge 
of the world level, innovative activity in order 
to transform the cooperation with such states 
to the level of international partnership. 
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A deeper cooperation between educational 
institutions is supposed under terms of signing 
various agreements between them on the im-
plementation of coordinated educational pro-
grammes. «Global Alliance of Transnational 
Education» (GATE) is an international union 
that includes business-organizations, high-
er education institutions, and governmental 
structures that are involved in the provision of 
quality, accreditation, and certifi cation of insti-
tutions’ programmes, that are offered outside 
their country. 

The prior partner of Russia in educa-
tive and scientifi c-technological area is still 
France. The main direction of our educative 
interaction with France is the harmonization 
of Russian and French education system with-
in European innovation processes. A whole 
number of Russian-French seminars has been 
conducted and planned, including some of 
such topics, as «Single basic European limits, 
certifi cation systems, methodical manuals», 
«French language in business communica-
tion», and others.

In our cooperation with great Britain the 
prior attention in topic aspect is paid to the 
problems of biotechnology, genetic engineer-
ing, ecology, and global climate alterations. 
At the same time mutual projects in the area 

of technological prognosis, national scientifi c-
educational system development strategies for-
mation and realization are realized. Together 
with Great Britain regular contacts on actual 
problems of national education systems’ im-
provement are carried out. 

In order to create additional abilities to 
increase international academic mobility with 
a direct involvement of Ministry, interstate 
agreements with FRG, France, Italy have been 
signed on topics of simplifying mutual trips, 
according to which visa obtaining procedures 
are greatly reduced for scientifi c-educational 
transfers’ participants. The same goals are 
achieved via interstate agreements of educa-
tional documents’ acknowledgement, particu-
larly with Austria, FRG, and France. 

The development of international coopera-
tion on adults’ education programmes must be 
founded on a wide informing of Russia’s part-
ners on its offered programmes of additional 
professional, and social education via creation 
of special web-sites on adults’ education and 
educational portals, international meeting and 
forums, mutual educational programmes’ reali-
zation. An importance international education 
cooperation in the development and stabiliza-
tion of peaceful and democratic societies is 
universal and confi rmed as the prior one. 


